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From Pastor Mark:
Alleluia! Christ is Risen! This is no April Fool’s
Joke. It’s God’s serendipitous surprise that frees us
from our bondage to sin. Death has lost its sting and
no longer has power to cripple us with fear. Can you
sense a new spirit of joy and playfulness awakening
within you? I invite you to join me in making this
Easter Season a time to become more playful. The
congregation that plays together, stays together. Play
helps strengthen our relationships. Another thing that
also binds us closer together with one another and
with God is the sacrament of Holy Communion.
10-10:40 AM on Sunday mornings 4/8 and 4/15 I will
be leading activities of playful learning together about
the sacrament of Holy Communion. Some of our
children will be preparing to receive their first
communion, and everyone is invited to come and dive
deeper into the paschal mystery of Holy Communion
during these intergenerational Sunday Circle learning
events.
In an article that appeared in Christian Century
magazine last year, Lutheran Pastor, Diane Roth
recalled once having a conversation with some
women from one of her churches. “They were not
sure whether fifth graders should have Holy
Communion. Their proof? They had overheard a
conversation between two girls after they had
received the sacrament. ‘It was good!’ the girls said to
one another. The woman thought they were not
taking communion seriously enough. But I thought
the girls were right. It was good! They were tasting
the bread, and they were glorying in it. Maybe that's

what it looks like to live for the glory of God. Maybe it
looks like wonder, and maybe it looks like laughter.
Maybe it looks like the tears you let stream down your
face when you are overwhelmed by sorrow, or joy.
Maybe it looks like singing at the top of your lungs,
even when your voice squeaks. Maybe it looks like
hitting bottom, maybe it looks like being raised up.
Maybe it looks like tasting bread, and knowing it's
good.”
I think the very premise of the women’s question of
whether or not the girls took it seriously enough was
on the wrong track. I wonder if those women took it
playfully enough. I don’t believe any of us can fully
understand the mystery of this holy meal in which
Christ abides in us and we in Christ, but we can always
grow in our understanding and appreciation.
Furthermore, in the very act of eating and drinking
something occurs at a deeper level than any words
can ever describe. If I were to even try I would choose
these six words: We’re loved, we’re forgiven, Easter
happens.
If you don’t make it to Sunday Circle, then I
encourage you to make it to the Lord ’s Table as often
as possible this Easter Season so that Easter may
happen within you.
Grace and Peace,
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The Parish Life Committee is planning an informal afternoon tailgating for
the races at Keeneland on Saturday, April 14th.
The Committee will provide sandwiches for all to enjoy.





We ask that you bring a dessert or side dish to share and your own beverages, as well
as your own chairs for seating.
Post Time is 1:05 PM (Although we recommend that you arrive earlier)
Children are welcomed!
No tickets needed & no charge of any kind associated with attendance!

We will be in the designated tailgating lot which is located adjacent to the Entertainment Center and
Keene Barn. It is accessible via Gate 1 at no charge. Complimentary shuttle service is available to the
grandstand area. Keeneland’s enhanced tailgating lot, dubbed “The Hill”, takes tailgating to a whole
new level with a variety of fan-friendly amenities including food trucks, Bluegrass music, a jumbo
television screen, the Keeneland Gift Shop, wagering options and Keeneland’s BETologists.

Look for the sign-up sheet in the Gathering Area Sundays, through April 8th!
Or contact Scott Gralheer, scottglk@windstream.net

Justice Ministry News
Faith’s Justice Ministry wants you to know that
some important events are coming up. On
Monday, April 16, BUILD will hold its annual
RALLY to prepare all of us for the NEHEMIAH
ACTION which will take place on Thursday, May
10.
The Rally will be held at Consolidated Baptist
Church, located on Russell Cave Rd. The doors
will open at 6:15 and the Rally begins at 7:00. It
is important for all Justice Ministry Network
Members to attend the Rally. We will get
updates on two of our issues (Mental Health
and Crime) and we will get information on the
issue cut for Drugs (What the ask will be and to
whom we will address the ask).
The Nehemiah Action will be held at Heritage
Hall. Doors will open at 6:30 and the event will
begin at 7:00. We will keep you informed about
which officials will be attending and what
BUILD will be asking of them. It is the Justice
Ministry’s goal for 165 people from Faith to
attend this important event.

Information From the
Drug Steering Committee
The Drug Steering Committee has held more than 20 research
meetings with various officials, programs and experts in the
field of drug research and addiction treatment. The full Drug
Committee has recently adopted a problem statement and is
currently working toward finalizing the issue we will tackle. It
seems that there are two primary areas of concern at this time
among committee members. These are the area of Harm
Reduction, and the area concerning the lack of long-term
treatment in Lexington.
Harm Reduction might be the more controversial of the two,
since it involves the provision of services like syringe exchange.
In our research, we heard over and over that Harm Reduction
is a vital first step in combatting the addiction problem,
because if you can’t keep people alive, you can’t get them into
treatment. Another problem with IV drug use is the extensive
collateral damage that accompanies it. IV drug users are at risk
for infections such as HIV and hepatitis-C which can be deadly.
They are also at risk from other infections that can become
systemic and deadly as well. IV drug users often develop
cellulitis or myocarditis. If you are interested in working on this
committee, the next two Drug Committee meetings are
scheduled on Wednesday, April 11 and Tuesday, April 24. They
are at 6:30 at Shiloh Baptist Church.
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Sunday Circle and
First Communion Class Update
Sunday Circle on Easter will be the Breakfast Potluck.
Bring an item to share! Sunday Circle on April 8 and 15
will be focusing on Holy Communion with some of our
children who are preparing to join in receiving the gifts
from our Lord’s table. These will be intergenerational
learning events for anyone who wants to participate and
learn more about how God loves and forgives us through
this holy meal.
Any elementary aged children preparing for their first
communion, or already communing, are also invited to
attend a class on Wednesday evenings, April 11 & 18, 7:00
– 7:45 p.m., following JOY choir in the Gathering Area.
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The Afternoon Sophia Book group will
meet on April 12, at 1 p.m. at the home of Diana
Seidel, 1776 Headley Green, 275-1983. We will be
discussing John Grisham's, Camino Island. Was his
plot inspired by the 2004 heist of rare books from
the Transylvania Library? Call Diana if you can
come. All are welcome; reading the book is not
necessary.

Evening Sophia Book Group will be held on
Monday, April 23rd at 6:30 p.m. (note this is 1/2
hour earlier than usual). The book for discussion is,
The Immortal Life of Henrietta Lacks, by Rebecca
Skloot. We will watch the movie while eating
supper and then have discussion. Please RSVP
Miriam David if you can come: 859-278-3333, or
mdsquared@aol.com. New members welcome.

Tuesday Bible Study meets

FLY (Faith Lutheran Youth)

at 11:00 a.m. at
Faith House, studying the Gospel of John.

Wednesday morning Book Study
Sunday evening FLY meets in the Youth Room from
7:00—8:00 p.m. on the following dates
April 8 & 22
May 6 & 20
June 10

Mini Golf at the Lexington Ice Center. April 29,
3:00—4:15. Please bring $8.95 for 36 holes plus any extra for
snacks. The end time is an estimate - we'll have kids call before
we start the last 9 holes.

- Being
Resurrection People. Rev. Doug Hahn and Pastor
Mark will be co-leading a 5 week Wednesday
morning Bible Study April 18 – May 16, 10:30 a.m.,
focusing on various texts of Jesus’ resurrection and
resurrection appearances. The class will meet at
Faith House.

Thursday Evening Study meets at 7:00 p.m.
at Faith House. We are studying Luther's Small
Catechism using the newly released book, By Heart,
Conversations with Martin Luther's Small
Catechism, available through Augsburg Fortress.

Property Work Day
Saturday, May 19
8:00 a.m.—12:00 p.m.
The crew will trim overgrown landscaping, spread mulch, and do some general
repairs around the property. Please bring gloves, shovels, rakes, etc. For more
information, contact Brian Lundborg, 859-388-4022.
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Faith Lutheran Learning Center
Members of Faith,

Director Spotlight: Charla Heersche

The students of FLLC were busy in March learning
about dinosaurs, community helpers, pets, St. Patrick’s
Day, and the arrival of spring (making rain clouds, exploring earthworms, etc.). We even had a visit from one
of our favorite community helpers, Officer Cecil!

Fascinated by her homemade rain cloud

FLLC Spring Fling is coming up on Friday,
April 27, from 5:30-7:30 p.m. We are raising
money for school safety and training. All church
members, families, and friends are encouraged to
attend. We are collecting donations for our gift card
drawing & silent auction. If you would like to make
a donation for the event, and/or purchase tickets,
please contact Charla, 859-268-0108 or
childcare@faithlutheranchurch.com.

As many of you know, I grew up as a member of Faith
Lutheran Church; my parents and sister still attend. Kim
and I are often mistaken for one another, so this picture
will help clarify. I am on the left and Kim is on the right.
Kim is married to David Templar (the current council
president) and can sometimes be found playing oboe at
the church. Our parents are long-time members, George
and Kathy Heersche.
Some of my favorite things include: spending time
with family and friends, watching comedies, laughing,
hugging all my students and listening to their hilarious
stories, children’s literature, listening to music, watching
UK basketball, and fitting in sister time whenever possible!
I have been the director at Faith Lutheran Learning
Center since June 2011, and taught Pre-K at FLLC during
the 2010-2011 school-year. In 2006, I earned my bachelor’s degree in elementary education and teaching, and
immediately began working for Fayette County Public
Schools as a 3rd, 4th (two years), and then 1st grade teacher. I am currently working on my master’s in early childhood education, with a specialty in administration, leadership, and management from Walden University online.
Advocacy for children, families, teachers, and the profession are important to me. I am a member of the National Association for the Education of Young Children,
Southern Early Childhood Association, and the local Kids
Matter Coalition (focused on advocacy and relaying information directly from early childhood professionals to legislators). I was awarded Teacher of the Year by the Child
Care Council of Kentucky in 2011 (nominated by my director), and Director of the Year by the Child Care Council
of Kentucky in 2017 (nominated by two parents).
Thank you for reading,
Charla Heersche, FLLC Director

The Messenger of Faith Lutheran Church

April 2018

APRIL BIRTHDAYS
2

3
4
5
6
8
12
14
16
18
21
22
23
24
26
27
28
29

Griffin Farrar
Jim Knauss
Andrew Mendenhall
Scott Gralheer
Gary Chastain
Doug Palmer
Janice Plain
Brighton Perdue
Joseph Bower
David Fegley
Dave McGrew
Jim McGrath
Richard Michel
Chris Reynolds
Gordon Grotrian
Gary Rose
Lucas Parsons
Ned Brown
Janel Watkins
Carol Akers
Kevin Carey
Daniel Lau
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APRIL ANNIVERSARIES
5
10
17
20
25
26
29

Britton & Stephanie Farrar
Alann & Kristi Karow
Andrew & Katie Mendenhall
Richard & Cindy Heine
Dave & Barbara Palmquist
Neil & JoEllen McComb
Shane & Amy Hadden

Easter Sunday
Breakfast Potluck
April 1,
9:45 a.m.

Births:
Amelia Marie Downman Zoller, daughter of
Mark and Virginia Zoller, was born March
13th.
Nolan Williams, son of Barry and Hannah
Williams, was born March 21st. Nolan’s
grandparents are Darryl and Diann Terry,
and great-grandparents are John and Nancy
George.

Death:
Luther Seibert, twin brother of Jack Seibert,
died March 21st, in Carlisle, PA.

On the first Sunday of each
month, all ages gather for an
informal time in order to share
about what’s happening in your
life and faith with each other.
Everyone is invited to bring
something to share, be it fruit,
pastries, juice, breakfast casserole, or whatever.

Worship Attendance
February 25
March 4
March 11
March 18

143
134
120
145

February 2018 Financial Summary

NEWSLETTER ARTICLES ARE DUE THE 20TH OF EACH MONTH. ARTICLES MAY BE EDITED AS TO SIZE, CONTENT AND TIMELINESS.
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Service Schedule
Sunday Worship 8:30 AM, 11:00 AM, 6:00 PM
(Nursery provided during the 8:30 and 11:00 AM services)
Sunday Circle (Sept. through May) 10:00 AM
Staff
Mark Sloss, Pastor
266-7621
pastormark@faithlutheranchurch.com
Office hours: Tues-Thurs 9:00—12:00; Day off-Friday
Drop in hours: Wed 2:00—4:00; Thurs 10:00—12:00 765-437-3879
Tom White, Cantor (Director of Music Ministries)
266-7621
cantortom@faithlutheranchurch.com
Call or email for appointment / Day off—Friday
843-303-1005
Ruth Lundborg, Parish Administrator
266-7621
office@faithlutheranchurch.com
Monday—Thursday 8:00—4:00, Friday 8:00—12:00
Charla Heersche, Learning Center Director
268-0108
childcare@faithlutheranchurch.com
Brian Lundborg, Sexton
388-4022
H. Gene Templar, Pastor Emeritus

(859) 266-7621 or (859) 266-9600

e-mail: office@faithlutheranchurch.com
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Faith Lutheran Church Council—2018
David Templar, President
Kelly Parsons, Vice-President
Charlie Hamilton, Secretary
Debbie Rosenberg, Treasurer
Ned Brown
Val Dutcher
Shane Hadden
Kyle Hagen
Anne Larson
Gayle McGrath

Mission Statement:
“As followers of Jesus Christ,
we embrace, reflect and proclaim
God’s unconditional love.”

website: http://www.faithlutheranchurch.com
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