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December 2017
- A Message from Pastor MarkHow will you prepare your heart to receive the joy of Christ
coming this season? I find it helpful to stop doing for a spell
in order to just be. Attending to my being leads to more
fruitful doing.
The season of Advent invites us to slow down and to wait,
watch and pray. I’ve also noticed that to the extent that I
enter into the prayerful waiting aspects of the Advent season,
the more joyful my Christmas celebration becomes.
So, on Wednesday mornings during the Advent season I
invite you to join me in a time of contemplative centering
prayer practice from 9:30 – 10:00 AM. We will meet in the
library. Contemplative Outreach (contemplativeoutreach.org)
has been encouraging and teaching Christians the practice of
Centering Prayer for many years. Here are the basics:
Choose a sacred word as the symbol of your intention to
consent to God’s presence and action within. The
minimum time for this prayer is 20 minutes.
Sitting comfortably and with eyes closed, settle briefly and
silently introduce the sacred word as the symbol of your
consent to God’s presence and action within. The end of
the prayer period can be indicated by a timer which does
not have an audible tick or loud sound when it goes off.
When engaged with your thoughts, return ever-so gently to
the sacred word. Possible physical symptoms during the
prayer: a) We may notice slight pains, itches, or twitches in
various parts of the body or a generalized sense of
restlessness. These are usually due to the untying of
emotional knots in the body. b) We may notice heaviness
or lightness in our extremities. This is usually due to a deep
level of spiritual attentiveness. c) In all cases we pay no
attention and ever so-gently return to the sacred word.
At the end of the prayer period, remain silent with eyes
closed for a couple of minutes.
The principal fruits of Centering Prayer are experienced in
daily life and not during the prayer period. Centering Prayer
familiarizes us with God’s first language which is silence.

I encourage you to find ways to enter into a time of
waiting, watching and praying during this Advent season.
Centering Prayer is one option among many avenues to stop
doing for a while and just be. Trust that it will expand your
awareness of God’s presence, and ready your heart to
celebrate Christ’s coming.
Advent actually means coming, so as we wait, watch and
pray for God’s coming among us this Advent season, may we
be given fresh eyes to see, hearts freed from fear, and minds
ever more attuned to God’s will.
In Hope, Faith, and Love,

Christmas
Worship Schedule
Sunday, Dec. 24—Advent 4
10:00 a.m.
Christmas Eve
5:00 p.m. Family Worship
9:00 p.m. Festival Worship
Christmas Day
10:00 a.m.
Sunday, Dec. 31—New Year’s Eve
10:00 a.m.
No 6:00 p.m. service.

Mission Statement: “As followers of Jesus Christ, we embrace, reflect and proclaim God’s unconditional love.”
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Reformation 500 Habitat/Thrivent Build
Update:
NOW IS THE TIME TO SIGN UP FOR THE LAST PHASE OF
THE BUILD!! We are now in the third and FINAL phase
of construction on Djuna & Zawadi Kashira’s new
home. We still have a need for several volunteers on
the final weekend of the build, Dec. 15-16. Please help
us complete the finishing touches so that they can
move in just in time for CHRISTMAS!! The Kashira’s are
beyond thankful to see their dream of home
ownership become more real with each passing build
day. Thanks to the MANY volunteers from all of the
Lexington Lutheran churches who have and will
continue to unite to be the Hands and Feet of Christ
for the Kashira family. By the end of the build, we will
have filled nearly 200 volunteer slots, representing
1,480+ volunteer service hours. The dedication
ceremony for Djuna & Zawadi’s new home has been
scheduled for Sunday December 17th at 2pm. Please
join us at 705 Burgess Avenue (corner of Burgess and
Russell Cave Road) to celebrate this special occasion
with the family. Volunteers can sign up
online: https://lexingtonhabitat.volunteerhub.com/lp/
reformation500/events

Celebration of Life - World AIDS Day 2017
The Lyric Theatre, 300 East 3rd Street
Friday, December 1, 7pm
This musical tribute will be hosted by Merlene Davis
and Helena Handbasket, and will feature the talents of
various performers including SisterSound (with two
members from Faith’s choir), directed that evening by
Tom White. This event is free and open to the public,
and ALL are welcome.
For more information:
https://www.avolky.org/node/120
http://www.lexingtonlyric.com/event.php?id=1158
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Haitian Metal Art
We will begin selling the metal art at church on Sunday,
December 3rd. Most all of the art has a Christmas
theme. It is all beautiful!!!

Christmas Raffle:
Ginny Freyermuth of LeMars, Iowa, wanted to do something to help raise money for Chez Moi, the Haitian orphanage
owned and operated by Grace
Missions, Inc.
She has helped
Grace Missions
in other ways,
but this year
wanted to do a
quilt for the
Faith Lutheran
Global Missions team to assist Chez Moi. Ginny has
now made a quilt as a fund raiser for Chez Moi. She
calls it “Bridgecreek Blossoms.” It is reversible with a
different design on each side. It is beautiful!
The quilt will be on display in the Gathering Area beginning December 3rd. Raffle tickets will be on sale December 3rd until the drawing on December 17th. The
tickets sell for $10 each. Three can be purchased for
$25. This quilt is valued at least $500. The raffle will
take place after the 11am service on December 17th.
What a wonderful Christmas gift this will make for
someone special in your life or for yourself!!! And it
benefits the orphaned girls of Chez Moi!!!
Take a chance!!!! Or two. . . or three!!!
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Weekly Bible Studies
Tuesday Study on Ephesians— 11:00 a.m. at Faith House.
Please contact Cindy, cynthia.heine@gmail.com., or 2723500

Advent Lessons
& Carols
St. Augustine’s Chapel
Sunday, December 3 7:30 p.m.
Come to the Chapel (472 Rose St) for a quiet,
candle-lit service of readings and songs to start
your Advent off right. We will gather after the
service for light refreshments. Parking at the
Chapel is limited but there is nearby parking.

Centering Prayer Meditation
During Advent as we’re encouraged to wait,
watch, and pray, you’re invited to gather with
Pastor Mark and others in the library on
Wednesday mornings beginning December 6, at
9:30 a.m., to experience the power of sitting in
silent meditation together. The meditation time
will be 20-25 minutes, allowing us some time to
share about the experience. We will conclude by
10:15 a.m.

Joy to the World
2017 Advent
Devotions
An Advent devotional is
available through Luther
Seminary for daily delivery to your email.
If you are already a God Pause subscriber, you will
receive "Joy to the World" in your email inbox each
day of Advent. If you’re not a God Pause subscriber,
sign up here to receive the daily devotion. Once Advent ends, you’ll continue to receive daily God Pause
devotions written by Luther Seminary alumni. Contact the church office if you prefer a printed copy.

Wednesday Study on the book of Mark. The study will prepare us for next year’s Gospel readings of Mark beginning in
Advent this year. The study will meet each Wednesday at
10:30 a.m. at Faith House and will be led by Pastor Mark and
Amber Shirley.
Bible Study on Thursday meets at 7 p.m. and are studying
the lectionary lessons for the coming Sunday. If interested,
contact Pat Mundt, patricia.mundt@gmail.com, 296-9140,
or Joan Sorenson, jsorenson112@gmail.com, 309-0134.

JUSTICE MINISTRY NEWS
BUILD Wins Award!
NAMI (National Alliance on Mental Illness) Lexington has just
announced that they have awarded BUILD their 2017 Wings
Award in recognition of our work to expand mental health
services in Lexington. This happened as a result of our hard
work, the research we did and perseverance in dealing with
mental health providers, local government and the Mental
Health Court Program. We/You did a good job!
BUILD will again be working on three serious community
problems this year. We will continue our push to assure that
the local government is providing the best policing program in
our community in an effort to stop the violence that plagues
many of our neighborhoods. To date there have been 28 murders in our city. This is an increase of 4 over last year. We will
also continue our push for broader, more efficient mental
health services in our community.
Our third issue this year will concern drugs in our community. The research committee that will decide the specific issue will be formed during BUILD’s Research to Action Kickoff
that will be held December 10 at Second Presbyterian Church
at 6:30. If you would like to be involved in any of these committees, please attend this meeting. For further information
contact Gail Swanson (gailandjoe@windstream.net or 859913-6710)
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Sunday Circle!
We have been having a great time with each other at Sunday Circle
each week. Between the 8:30am and 11:00am services every
Sunday, families- adults and kids alike- gather together in order to
learn about and share their faith with one another. Each Sunday
has a theme according to the Lutheran Order of Service we see in
our bulletins each week. As a result of this intergenerational focus,
we’ve grown closer to each other in this church because of our
time together. Take a look below at one of our recent “MEAL”
Sundays. Even our guest, Rev. Doug Hahn decided to join in on the
fun! If you have never attended one of our Sunday Circle meetings,
I am happily inviting you to consider it. If you have any questions
or hesitations, please contact me (Amber Shirley).

Sunday Circle will meet for a Breakfast Potluck—Sunday,
December 3, 9:45 a.m. On the first Sunday of each month, all
ages gather for an informal time in order to share about
what’s happening in your life and faith with each other. Everyone is invited to bring something to share, be it fruit, pastries, juice, breakfast casserole, or whatever. Volunteers are
needed to help set up or clean up. Please sign up in the
Gathering Area, or contact Carolyn Carden, 263-4427.
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FLY Youth NEWS!
Confirmation Saturday, December 9 @ 10:00 a.m.-2:00 p.m. Lunch provided.
FLY Weekly We are only meeting on 12/3 and 12/10 due to the holidays. Meet at the church in the youth room from
7:00-8:00 p.m.
FLY Christmas party! Ugly Sweater? Optional. However, only the ones who choose wisely will win prizes. Just remember, it’s Christmas time… so you never know who might show up to hand out gifts. Speaking of which, arrive with
a gift between $5-$20 to be a part of our White Elephant gift exchange! Afterwards, we’ll get into teams to test our
“Christmas” knowledge. Middle School vs. High School? Girls vs. Guys? Guess you’ll have to be there to find out. The
Lau Family has graciously offered to host (774 Bravington Way, Lexington, KY 40503). Sunday, December 17th,
6:00—8:00 p.m. We are asking parents to send a dish (pigs in a blanket, cookies, chips/veggies and dip, etc.) along
with your teenager. When you RSVP, please let Amber Shirley know what dish you plan to bring.
ELCA 2018 Youth Gathering With the Gathering only being 7 months away, we will have another Soup Lunch Fundraiser on Sunday, December 17 following the 11:00am service. If you’re interested in bringing a soup to share, please
let Amber Shirley know. If you plan to stay and eat with us, a cup of soup will be $1 and a take home container of your
favorite soup will be $5. We hope to see you there!

KidMin NEWS!
Our last KidMin Event was a blast! On Friday, November 17, parents and kids met here at the church for dinner together. Afterwards, the kids went downstairs for some fun while the parents stayed in the Gathering Area for a workshop
by local children’s ministry expert, Sarah Flannery, entitled, “Parenting in the Faith”.

Our next KidMin Event will be an UGLY CHRISTMAS SWEATER PARTY, hosted by Jimmy and Cortney Lee (1110
Delong Lane, Lexington, KY 40515) on Saturday, December 16 from 6:00pm-8:00pm. Be sure to show up in your
most unsightly, goofy sweaters and bring a dish for all to share! We will need your party food favorites (pigs in a blanket, chips/veggies and dip, etc.) as well as some Christmas classics (ie: whatever your family loves to eat at a Christmas party, bring that!) We will have a White Elephant gift exchange, so bring a gift between $5-$20 (ONE gift per person, please- not per couple). Don’t know what a White Elephant gift exchange is? I’ll explain it in exchange for an
RSVP! Any other details will come later, so please mark this date on your calendars! Contact Amber Shirley with any
questions (or to RSVP!).
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We had a great time at our annual Fall
Festival, on Oct 20! We raised $2,300 to
use for quality learning materials in the
classroom. More pictures can be found
on our Facebook page. Thank you to the
FLLC committee members, FLLC families,
and community partners who made this
event a success.
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On Nov 13, we had a special visit from
Honey Hill Farm Mobile Petting Zoo.
The preschool kids had a blast feeding
and petting the animals! For more
photos, see our Facebook page.

Teacher Spotlight: Diane Gornik

“My name is Ms. Diane and I can be found Monday
through Friday in the Busy Bees Classroom with the
three and four year olds. My job as a teacher is to
nurture and inspire this curious and energetic group.
Each school day our room Is filled with exploring ideas
and materials. In our class, you may see paint swept
across a paper, pegs counted, stories acted out or sung,
knees bandaged, hurt feelings soothed, fall leaves
examined, solutions to building a tall block tower
tested, and food cooked up and served in the dramatic
play center. At the close of this day of learning-throughplay, the children return home more confident in their
abilities and I head home too, smiling, but exhausted.
Working here with these children, and all our FLLC

staff and families is a blessing to me and I'm very aware that
the support Faith Lutheran Church gives to this ministry allows
the program to do more than exist, but to flourish and continue
to improve in quality. I am grateful to be a small part of it.
Outside of school, I am a pastor's wife, mother of two adult
children, and grandmother to two adorable girls. I like to bake
cookies and pies, read mysteries, watch feel good movies, and
spend as much time as possible hiking in the Smoky
Mountains.”
Diane has been teaching at FLLC since June 2014. She is
meticulous in her planning and preparation. She creates
thoughtful, developmentally appropriate, engaging, wellrounded learning experiences for her students. Diane Gornik is
a master teacher. Her years of experience, education, love for
learning, and love for children, are all evident in the way she
runs her classroom.
When you walk in Diane's classroom you will always see
children engaged in hands-on learning, individual learning
activities, free play, and small group activities with Diane and
her assistant, Sarah. You will never see a missed opportunity for
learning, a moment of down time, or a time where Diane is not
down on her students' level teaching, questioning, reading,
singing, or helping them to problem solve.
Diane Gornik is a highly-valued colleague; I am blessed to
work with and learn from her.
Respectfully,
Charla Heersche, FLLC Director
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DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS

DECEMBER ANNIVERSARIES

2

12
13
16
20

5
9
10
13
14
17
18
19

20
21
22
23
24
26
29

Joyce Rector
Barbara Vann
Amber Shirley
Joyce Cornett
Urton Anderson
Madeline Farrar
Cindy Heine
Corrine Jones
Paul Sorenson
Matt Terry
Carolyn Walker
Roland Born
Marcus Atkerson
Stuart Larson
Owens Nelson
Janet Walker
Jim Buchanan
Gayle McGrath
Laura Zink
Terry Bryan
Barbara Christensen
Jim McCormick
Dan Kazee
James Matson
John Bower
Luise Wendroth

Helmut & Ruth Schumacher
Bob & Barb Fullerton
Jim & Carol Larson
Scott & Stephanie Meier
Darryl & Diann Terry
26 Norman & Beverly Drake
27 David & Sharon Fegley
29 Berne & Kate Hanford

Congratulations to John and
Nancy George who recently
celebrated their 60th Wedding
Anniversary!!

Thank you everyone for all the
prayers, well wishes, cards & phone
calls during my recent knee surgery.
They are very much appreciated.
Peace,
Bea Rosenberg

Lost and Found:
Found: men's black, lined raincoat, size 44 short with gloves.
Lost: Man's black, lined raincoat,
size 44 reg or long with a business card in one of the pockets.
Contact: Richard Heine 859-2215770

Worship Attendance
October 29
November 5
November 12
November 19
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Food In Time Of Need:

We are in
need of a coordinator to help with
providing food for members in time of
need. This person would be responsible
for coordinating between the person/
family in need and a list of people who
are willing to provide food during a
member’s time of need. Examples of
“time of need” are prolonged illness,
surgery, new baby, etc. (Funerals/family
deaths are otherwise arranged for.) This
is a ministry of the whole church and
therefore something that everyone
should consider being a part of. If you
are interested in helping with this, please
contact the church office at 859-2667621 or Nancy George at 859-277-7609

2018 Offering Envelopes will be
ready for pick up in the Gathering Area
beginning December 10th. Please use
them so the counters don’t have to look
up your number—but don’t use them
before January 2018! Please note that
any one with an envelope number higher
than 200 will have a new number next
year. If you have any questions, please
contact Muzzy Hemken, 268-6801,
mshem326@gmail.com.

202
185
120
157

October 2017 Financial Summary

NEWSLETTER ARTICLES ARE DUE THE 20TH OF EACH MONTH. ARTICLES MAY BE EDITED AS TO SIZE, CONTENT AND TIMELINESS.
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Service Schedule

Faith Lutheran Church Council—2017

Sunday Worship 8:30 AM, 11:00 AM, 6:00 PM
(Nursery provided during the 8:30 and 11:00 AM services)
Sunday School (Sept. through May) 9:45 AM
Staff
Mark Sloss, Pastor
pastormark@faithlutheranchurch.com
(Call or email for appointment / Day off—Friday)
Tom White, Cantor (Director of Music Ministries)
cantortom@faithlutheranchurch.com
(Call or email for appointment / Day off—Friday)
Amber Shirley, Faith Formation Ministry Director
ambershirley@faithlutheranchurch.com
Ruth Lundborg, Parish Administrator
office@faithlutheranchurch.com
Monday—Thursday 8:00—4:00, Friday 8:00—12:00
Charla Heersche, Learning Center Director
childcare@faithlutheranchurch.com
Brian Lundborg, Sexton
H. Gene Templar, Pastor Emeritus

(859) 266-7621 or (859) 266-9600
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266-7621
765-437-3879
266-7621
843-303-1005
266-7621

Ned Brown
Shane Hadden
Kyle Hagen
Charlie Hamilton
Anne Larson
Jim Larson
Kelly Parsons
Debbie Rosenberg
Tim Sorenson
David Templar

266-7621

268-0108
388-4022

e-mail: office@faithlutheranchurch.com

Mission Statement:
“As followers of Jesus Christ,
we embrace, reflect and proclaim
God’s unconditional love.”

website: http://www.faithlutheranchurch.com

Faith Lutheran Church
1000 Tates Creek Road
Lexington, KY 40502
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