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“Where God is doing new things” A Message from Bishop Ga jen
[Note: Bishop Ga jen structured his verbal report to the 2017
Indiana-Kentucky Synod Assembly around the assembly’s theme,
“Formed in the image of God, Reformed in the cross of Christ,
Transformed by the power of the Spirit.” Each of the three secons of the report was introduced by Mar n Luther’s explanaon of the applicable ar cle of the Apostle’s Creed, as found in
the Small Catechism. The second sec on of that report is shared
here. A copy of the en re report can be found at:
www.iksynod.org/bishops-report]
We are reformed in the cross of Christ.

be so among you.” We are, a er all, re-formed in the cross of
Christ.
As our deep Reforma on anniversary dialogues with our Roman
Catholic sisters and brothers have reminded us, this signiﬁcant
anniversary year of the Protestant Reforma on is a me to
move “from conﬂict to communion.” This is a me to move beyond the shou ng, and accusing, and foot-stomping and to refocus on the living gospel, the stunning, reconciling, resurrec ng
good news that in Christ God has reconciled the world to God’s
very self and has given us the ministry of reconcilia on.

We believe that Jesus Christ...is our Lord. He has redeemed
us...he has purchased and freed us from all sins, from death, and
from the power of the devil...with his holy, precious blood and
with his innocent suﬀering and death. He has done all this in
order that we may belong to him, live under him in his kingdom,
and serve him in eternal righteousness, innocence, and blessedness, just as he is risen from the dead and lives and rules eternally. This is most certainly true.

This is a me to be recaptured by the good news, re-formed in
the cross of Christ, and to share it – and look for it and welcome
it – in unexpected places and through every person, especially
those who diﬀer or are diﬀerent from us.

These con nue to be very diﬃcult and challenging mes for
many of us, in the world and in our life together as church. We
are s ll trying to ﬁgure out how to be God’s people in this new
day. We can’t ﬁnd solu ons to the biggest challenges we face
together.

It’s no wonder that the ancient apostle Paul said in 1st Peter:...Finally, all of you, have unity of spirit, sympathy, love for
one another, a tender heart, and a humble mind... It is for this
that you were called—that you might inherit [and be] a blessing.

We try to face our fears and embrace new and unfamiliar, even
awkward, reali es, but the tempta on to retreat, to retrench, to
resist is o en too strong to overcome. We seek certainty and try
to ﬁnd refuge in “isms” of all kinds, poli cal, theological, and
churchy (or ecclesial) dogmas that we cling to and ﬂing at each
other, in the world and in our life together as church. And all too
o en we end up yelling at each other across great divides, quesoning the mo ves and morals of others, blaming those who are
diﬀerent from us, as we insist on crea ng the world – or the
church – in our own image.
When James and John, the sons of thunder, expressed something of this posture in reques ng to sit on either side of Jesus
when he came into power, Jesus said, in essence, “It might be
like that among the power brokers in the world, but it shall not

A er all, sisters and brothers, our unity is in Christ the Lord, cruciﬁed and risen. It’s not in any perspec ve or poli cs or theology
or tradi on.

We have lots of hard work, challenging conversa ons, diﬃcult
decisions ahead of us on this wilderness road we travel together.
There are and will be mes when the challenges will threaten to
rip the fabric of our life together, in local faith communi es or
across this synod.
But, we are able to walk this way together because Jesus Christ
is our Lord. We belong to him, every one of us and all of us, and
all of those who are not currently among us. We live under
Christ, cruciﬁed and risen. We abide in his reign (not ours or anyone else’s). And, in the power of the Spirit we seek, together, to
serve the cruciﬁed and risen Christ, as elder brother Mar n put
it, in righteousness, innocence, and blessedness, entrus ng ourselves and others to the power of his resurrec on.
+ Bishop Bill Ga jen
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Members of Faith,
June was a month full of fun in the
sun at FLLC! We played in water, had
special guests, went on ﬁeld trips,
and learned many new things. Addionally, our garden is coming along with a variety of
plants (tomatoes, cucumbers, peppers, snap peas,
radishes, herbs, and strawberries).
The preschool classrooms had water play once a
week. The Pre-K classroom had special guests for
ar st week, and chef week.

On June 20, we enjoyed our ﬁrst Kona Ice visit of the summer!
It was just what we needed on a hot day!!

We had our annual Trike-a-thon to raise money for
St. Jude Children’s Research Hospital.

JULY
4
FLLC CLOSED
3-7 Ms. Charla on vaca on
8
Ms. Elizabeth’s Birthday
9
Ms. Charla’s Birthday
18 Kona Ice @ 3:15

The K-5 summer camp went to Woodland pool a
couple mes a week, visited the UK Art Museum,
created mul -media self-portraits, had an educa onal ﬁeld trip at food chain on West 6th, and so much
more…
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Teacher Spotlight: Kathryn Hale

Kathryn Hale has been at FLLC since August 2015.
She is the lead teacher in our 2-3-year-old classroom, the Happy Hippos. Kathryn says, “It has
been such a blessing ge ng to work at FLLC with
the 2 and 3 year olds! I love coming to work each
day and ge ng a chance to impact li le lives. We
have a blast in the Hippo classroom and always
play hard! We have the greatest teachers and I
love ge ng to work with them and learn from
them as well”.

Calling all acolytes, ushers, greeters, communion ministers,
and sacristans (and anyone interested in those ministries):
Faith’s biennial Worship Servants’ Day of Renewal is scheduled
for Saturday, August 26, from 10 - 2.
Mark your calendar for a day of review (for old hands), training (for new hands), and fellowship (lunch provided). Schedule
and details to come – talk to any worship team member to ﬁnd
out more.

We are thankful to have Kathryn on our staﬀ. She
is always smiling and plans many fun and educaonal ac vi es for her rambunc ous kiddos. She
is one of the best organizers in the school and
comes up with great door decora ons incorpora ng the classroom hippo character. Kathryn is a
great friend to all her colleagues. She shares ideas
and collaborates daily.
When Kathryn’s not working, she likes to hang
out with friends, spend me with family, read,
and watch/play sports. Lately a lot of her me has
been spent wedding planning, which is always fun
too! She also loves all animals, so she likes to go
on walks with her dog and cuddle with her cats.
Thank you to Ms. Kathryn for teaching and loving our energe c two year olds!
Respec ully,

Charla Heersche, FLLC Director

The Parish Life Commi ee invites everyone to a night at the
Lexington Legends on Saturday, July 29th, at 6:35pm. The Legends will take on the Kannapolis In midators with ﬁreworks
and a concert by contemporary Chris an ar st Josh Wilson
following the game. There will be reserved group sea ng on
the 3rd base side (shady, just like we like it) of the park. Tickets
will be on sale a er services on Sunday, June 25th, July 2nd,
and July 9th. Ticket price is $7.00 a piece and must be paid for
at the me of reserva on.
The deadline is more strict because of the post- game concert
that is expected to draw more people. Please join us for
what has become an enjoyable event for all who a end.
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Luther Movie: Mar n Luther: The Idea that Changed the
World,
Sunday July 23
Lyric Theatre, 300 East Third Street, 4:00 p.m.
Tickets are required, but are 'pay as you can.' They can
be ordered online at: h p://www.lexingtonlyric.com/
boxoﬃce.html
Don’t miss this ONE TIME opportunity to see the NEW
Luther Movie!!

Ac vi es are well underway for our Reforma on 500
BUILD with Thrivent and Habitat and the other Lexington
area Lutheran churches. Mark your calendars and join us
for these upcoming events.
ATTEND:
Beer and Builds Nights:
Blue Stallion Brewery, 610 W. 3rd St. Thrivent will
be hos ng a monthly event throughout the summer at
Blue Stallion Brewery. A por on of the beer and food sales
will be donated to Habitat for Humanity towards the Reforma on 500 Build.
Dates: Tuesday, June 20, 4:30-7:30pm
Monday, July 31, 4:30-7:30pm
Tuesday, August 22, 4:30- 7:30pm

DONATE:
The cost of building a Habitat home is $60,000. We
are s ll working to raise $30,000 to match Thrivent's generous $30,000 gi . You can write a check to Faith Lutheran
and note that it is for the Reforma on 500 BUILD or you
can donate directly to Habitat online at
h ps://secure.qgiv.com/for/lexhabitat/
Be sure to use the drop down menu to direct your gi to
the Reforma on 500 BUILD and include Faith Lutheran
Church as your 'company' so we get credit.
HELP US BUILD!
Reforma on 500 BUILD begins: September 13.
To volunteer onsite, contact Diane Nicely or Marianne
Kehres, 229-2789 or 396-4259
To help provide food for the workers, contact Carolyn
Carden, 263-4427

DREAM A LITTLE DREAM WITH ME
It’s that me of year that our Jus ce Ministry through BUILD is winding down, so that we can then
gear up in the fall to start over again with new (and old) community issues.We won some serious
victories at the Nehemiah Ac on in April, resul ng in the funding of two very important programs
for our brothers and sisters who suﬀer from mental illness. But we con nue to press the mayor to
inves gate a gold standard policing program that has proven to be very successful in signiﬁcantly
reducing violent crime in similar communi es (the Na onal Network for Safe Communi es, NNSC).
The important part of this me of year is our congrega onal investment drive. It is true that Faith pays dues to the BUILD
organiza on, but OUR/MY/YOUR ownership is important as well. Most of our congrega onal drive is accomplished
through individual investments by our Jus ce Ministry Network Members (JMNMs), and at this point (about 2 weeks into
the investment drive) network members have invested over $5,000 of our $7,750 goal. It is possible that a JMNM will ask
you to invest in the work of BUILD. Please prayerfully consider this investment. Your ownership of BUILD will make a diﬀerence in your life.
That’s where the dreaming part of all this comes into play... dreaming about what our community would look like if jus ce
prevailed, if jus ce rolled down like water on all of us. That’s your assignment for this month:

DREAM A DREAM OF JUSTICE:
WHAT WOULD LEXINGTON LOOK LIKE IF IT WERE TRULY A CITY OF GOD?
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17
18
21
22

25

27
29

31

Scharlene Aus n
Mark Bubenzer
Brenden Talbert
Catron Arnold
Nancy George
Gene Templar
Adelia Brown
Muzzy Hemken
Anne Larson
Rebecca Chapman
Lukas Matson
Shiraz Phipps
Al Akers
Jennifer Carey
Steve Rosenberg
Jim Conn
Melinda Wilson
Adam Carey
Angelo Carriero
Zach Matson
Bri Fugmann
Jennifer Palmer
Morton Terry
Brian Brown
Jacob Horrell
Leslie Hughes
Paul Patrick
Aubrey Reynolds
Jim Stephens
Ford Corne
Phyllis Lewis
Hudson Palmer
Lori Ratliﬀ
Adeline Taber
Sydney Taber
Jeremy Mar nez
Sherry Whaley
Tuesday Hadden
Mason Picke
Drew Sorenson
Do e Cassel
Miles Johnson
Pat True

3
7
9
13
16
20
22
28
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JULY ANNIVERSARIES

OWLS

Zach & Adrienne Matson
Dan & Melody Kazee
Henning & Kathy Egner
Mike & Anna Shannon
Ma & Amanda Terry
Will & Carolyn Holmes
Gordon & Bert Grotrian
Adam & Heather Wi

WILL BE TAKING A
BREAK OVER THE
SUMMER
MONTHS.
HOOT, HOOT.
The Evening Sophia will meet on Monday, July

JULY 2nd at 9:45 in
the Gathering Area.

17 at 7:00 p.m. at the home of Kathy Heersche,
418 Plymouth Dr. We will be discussing the book
The Whole Town’s Talking, by Fannie Flagg.
Please join us even if you’ve not read the book.
Call or text Kathy at (859) 806-2433.

“Save the Date” for Taste of Grace 2017:
Friday, August 18th!
Taste of Grace will be held in Hehman Hall at the Cathedral
of Christ the King from 7-10 PM.
This year’s beneﬁciary is Partners for Youth. Partners for Youth (PFY) is a Lexington based 501
(c) (3) non-proﬁt organiza on that acts as a clearinghouse for community contribu ons including money and in-kind assistance to those programs serving young people.
Watch for details in future publica ons.

INDIVIDUAL CONTRIBUTION
STATEMENTS
The half year individual contribu on
statements will be available in the narthex a er July 8th. Please pick yours
up so it won’t have to be mailed. Thank
you.

Worship A endance
May 28
154
June 4
186
June 11
169
June 18
142

NEWSLETTER ARTICLES ARE DUE THE 20TH OF EACH MONTH.ARTICLES MAY BE EDITED AS TO SIZE, CONTENT AND TIMELINESS.
Marian Lundborg, Messenger Editor, mclundborg@gmail.com
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Service Schedule
Sunday Worship 8:30 AM, 11:00 AM, 6:00 PM
(Nursery provided during the 8:30 and 11:00 AM services)
Sunday School (Sept. through May) 9:45 AM
Staﬀ
Mark Sloss, Pastor
266-7621
pastormark@faithlutheranchurch.com
(Call or email for appointment / Day oﬀ—Friday)
765-437-3879
Tom White, Cantor (Director of Music Ministries)
266-7621
cantortom@faithlutheranchurch.com
(Call or email for appointment / Day oﬀ—Friday)
843-303-1005
(859) 266-7621 or (859) 266-9600
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Amber Shirley, Faith Forma on Ministry Director
266-7621
ambershirley@faithlutheranchurch.com
Ruth Lundborg, Parish Administrator
266-7621
oﬃce@faithlutheranchurch.com
Monday—Thursday 8:00—4:00, Friday 8:00—12:00
Charla Heersche, Learning Center Director
268-0108
childcare@faithlutheranchurch.com
Brian Lundborg, Sexton
388-4022
H. Gene Templar, Pastor Emeritus
Marian Lundborg, Messenger Editor
559-3784

e-mail: oﬃce@faithlutheranchurch.com

website: h p://www.faithlutheranchurch.com

Faith Lutheran Church Council—2017
Ned Brown
Shane Hadden
Charlie Hamilton
Jim Larson
Debbie Rosenberg
Tim Sorenson
David Templar

Mission Statement:
“As followers of Jesus Christ, we embrace, reflect
and proclaim God’s unconditional love.”

