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     Two days before his own impending death, 
Martin Luther penned the words, “We are beggars 
one and all.”  On All Saints Sunday, November 5th, 
we will light candles for the saints in our midst who 
have died during the past year.  We rejoice that in 
Christ we remain united with them as we give 
thanks for their lives, their faith, and the mercy of 
God in which we all share.  This also presents a 
good time for us to take stock of our own lives in 
preparation for the year that a candle will be lit to 
remember our own life in faith.   
     The anonymous author of ‘The Cloud of 
Unknowing’ shares some interesting counsel about 
how to enter into a time of prayer:  “Let me start 
by saying that the best thing you can do when you 
start to pray, however long or short your time of 
prayer is to be, is to tell yourself, and mean it, that 
you are going to die at the end of your prayer…If 
you do, you will find that the combination of your 
general sense of your own unworthiness combined 
with this special feeling of how short a time you 
have left will concentrate your mind wonderfully 
on a proper fear of the Lord.”   
     Try thinking about that next time you set aside 
some time to pray.  You might even begin by 
reciting a reminder from Ash Wednesday.  “I am 
dust and to dust I will return.”  We can’t avoid this 
reality.  This world will one day continue on 
without us, and our family and friends will gather 
to remember and give thanks to God for the unique 
way that we’ve embodied this gift of life. 

     No matter what your age, for death is no 
respecter of age, it is never too early to prepare for 
your own death and funeral.  As a pastor I know 
how helpful it is for family members, when the 
recently deceased has made plans for their own 
funeral.  To assist you in this endeavor we have a 
helpful guide for Preparing for Death and the 
Funeral Liturgy.  Copies are available in the 
Gathering Area and online.  This guide includes 
hymn and Scripture suggestions, along with other 
information to think through and certain choices to 
make.  Consider this a spiritual discipline.  We 
encourage you to let us make copies of pages 9-11 
(planning form) of the guide for our office files.  Or 
you can scan and send them via email to the office. 
     I believe that facing the reality of death and 
preparing for it can be an effective way to free us 
to live more fully in each and every present 
moment.  One of Martin Luther’s popular sayings 
declares, “Even if I knew that tomorrow the world 
would go to pieces, I would still plant my apple 
tree.”  What an example of freedom and trust!  As 
we face the inevitable reality of our mortality, fill us 
O Lord with your peace and joy. 
 

In Hope, Love, and Faith, 

 

- A Message from Pastor Mark- 

Mission Statement:   “As followers of Jesus Christ, we embrace, reflect and proclaim God’s unconditional love.” 

http://www.faithlutheranchurch.com/docs/funeralplanning.pdf
http://www.faithlutheranchurch.com/docs/funeralplanning.pdf
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Book Groups / Bible Studies 
 
Tuesday Study on Galatians—Richard and Cindy 
Heine invite anyone who is interested to partici-
pate in a Bible study on Tuesdays at 11:00 a.m. at 
Faith House. Our initial study will be in Gala-
tians.   All are welcome.  Please contact  Cindy, 
221-5770, or cynthia.heine@gmail.com.  
 
Weekly Bible Study on the book of Mark.  The 
study will prepare us for next year’s Gospel read-
ings of Mark beginning in Advent this year.  The 
study will meet each Wednesday at 10:30 a.m. at 
Faith House and will be led by Pastor Mark and 
Amber Shirley. 

 
Bible Study on Thursday meets at 7 p.m. at Faith 
House.  We will be studying the lectionary - les-
sons - for the coming Sunday.  If interested, con-
tact Pat Mundt,  296-9140,  
patricia.mundt@gmail.com, or Joan Sorenson, 
jsorenson112@gmail.com, 309-0134. 
 
The Daytime Sophia Group will meet on Novem-
ber 9th, 2017 beginning at 1:00 p.m. at the home 
of Muzzy Hemken, 3310 Tates Creek Road, Apt 
313.  The book we are reading is “With A Hammer 
For My Heart” by George Ella Lyon.  We welcome 
anyone who is interested in joining us.  Just call 
Muzzy for directions to her home and to let her 
know you are coming.  It is not necessary to have 
read the book.  
 
Evening Sophia will meet on November 20th at 
6:30 p.m. at the home of Pacita Luckey.  We are 
reading, “The Cove”, by Ron Rash.  Contact Pacita 
with questions, 338-0772.  Come and enjoy a 
bowl of soup and discussion. 
 
Breakfast Potluck—Sunday, November 5, 9:45 
a.m.  On the first Sunday of each month, all ages 
gather for an informal time in order to share 
about what’s happening in your life and faith with 
each other.  Everyone is invited to bring some-
thing to share, be it fruit, pastries, juice, breakfast 
casserole, or whatever. Volunteers are needed to 
help set up or clean up.  Please sign up in the 
Gathering Area, or contact Carolyn Carden, 263-
4427.   

 FLY (Youth) 
 
FLY Weekly—Sundays @ 7-8pm (cancelled on 11/26 for 
Thanksgiving) 
FLY Monthly  - Saturday, 11/4: Service Project, details to 
come! 
 
*If you’d like more details for the youth ministry here at Faith 
Lutheran, or if you’d like to serve in any way, please contact 
Amber Shirley. We would love to have more adults involved in 
FLY Weekly as well as the fun events we have each month. 
Thanks! 
 
 

KidMin 
 
Our next KidMin Event will be on Friday, November 17, 
6:00pm-8:00pm here at the church. Dinner will be provided 
and so will childcare for all children younger than Kindergar-
ten. This event is for parents and their kids. Parents will be up-
stairs while children will be downstairs having fun and learning 
about their faith in a way that strongly resembles VBS! For par-
ents, this month’s focus will be how you can talk with your kids 
about their faith. Special guest, Sarah Flannery- Campus Pastor 
at Offerings UMC here in Lexington, will be leading a workshop 
on this subject and Faith Formation is excited to have her with 
us! If you have any questions about this event, or if you’d like 
to RSVP, please contact Amber Shirley.  

October KidMin Event at Evan’s Orchard! 

mailto:cynthia.heine@gmail.com
mailto:jsorenson112@gmail.com
mailto:carolyncarden@windstream.net
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God’s Love Has No Borders—     Your Global Missions team would like 

to thank all who contributed to the school and personal care kits that have been 
assembled at Faith Lutheran Church these past weeks. Your efforts will help 
AMMPARO migrant families as they move to escape damage and suffering.   
     AMMPARO, a Spanish word which means “the protection of a living creature 
from suffering or damage,” is the name of a program which is the ELCA’s to serv-
ing children who are forced to flee their communities in El Salvador, Honduras 
and Guatemala.  Your Indiana-Kentucky Synod encouraged its congregations to 
support AMMPARO by assembling school and personal care kits and we at Faith 
Lutheran have responded by assembling school and personal care kits.   
 

Promise Care Kits Update: We are excited to announce that because of 

donations from both Faith Lutheran Church and Cathedral of Christ the King, 
and through the efforts of the Global Missions Team, we were able to assemble 
and pack 42 personal care kits and 45 school kits during Sunday Circle on Octo-
ber 22! This is so exciting! These kits will travel across the country and ultimate-
ly across the world to those who need them most. Thanks again to all of you 
who donated and especially to the Global Missions Team for all their hard work 
and dedication to help make this happen.   Pastor Mark delivered the kits to a 
drop off location in Northern Indiana.  
 

Christmas Raffle:   Several years ago Ginny Freyermuth made a photo 

quilt for the girls at Chez Moi.  Kathy Stelzer, a friend and fellow church 
member at St. John’s Lutheran Church in LeMars, Iowa, took the quilt 
with her on her second trip to Haiti to present to the girls.  Sherri Greer 
and Pat Mundt were there when Kathy presented the quilt to the girls. 

The girls were thrilled to see their pictures on this wonderful quilt.  
     This year, Ginny Freyermuth of LeMars, Iowa, wanted to do something 
to help raise money for Chez Moi, the Haitian orphanage owned and op-
erated by Grace Missions, Inc. She has helped Grace Missions in other 
ways, but this year wanted to do a quilt for the Faith Lutheran Global 
Missions team to assist Chez Moi.   Ginny has now made a quilt as a fund 
raiser for Chez Moi.  She calls it “Bridgecreek Blossoms.” It is reversible 
with a different design on each side.  It is beautiful! 
     The quilt will be on display in the Narthex beginning December 3rd.  
Raffle tickets will be on sale December 3rd until the drawing on Decem-
ber 17th.  The tickets sell for $10 each.  Three can be purchased for $25.  
This quilt is valued at least $500.  The raffle will take place after the 11am 

service on December 17th.  
What a wonderful Christmas 
gift this will make for some-
one special in your life or for 
yourself!!!  And it benefits the 
orphaned girls of Chez Moi!!! 
Take a chance!!!!  Or two. . . 
or three!!! 

Used Book Sale 
On November 12 and November 
19, the Community Ministry 
Committee will again be 
sponsoring a used book sale.  
Please bring any books that you 
wish to contribute to the church 
and place them under the coat 
rack in the Gathering Area. This 
year the proceeds will be used to 
support Pastor’s Discretionary 
Fund that is used for immediate 
needs for members and others. It 
is in need of replenishment.   
 

Turkeys for  
Nathaniel Mission!  

Volunteers are needed to bake and 
deliver Thanksgiving turkeys for 
the Nathaniel United Methodist 
Mission’s Thanksgiving dinner, 
Tuesday, November 21. This 
annual event provides a warm 
Thanksgiving dinner to families 
that are less fortunate. Members 
of Faith have been asked to bake 
turkeys again this year. Turkeys, 
baking tins and instructions will be 
provided and will be available 
Sunday, November 19. Volunteers 
are asked to bake and slice the 
turkeys and return them to the 
church by 2:00 p.m. Tuesday, Nov. 
21.  Volunteers are also needed to 
deliver the turkeys between 2:30 
and 4:00 on Tuesday. If you can 
help, sign the volunteer sheet in 
the Narthex or contact Cindy Heine 
(call or text 351-9419)  or Karen 
Fitzgerald (859-608-7674).   
 

Habitat House— 
We’re still Building! 

There are still volunteer slots for 
our Reformation 500 BUILD with 
Habitat and Thrivent. If you can 
help Nov 17, or Dec 1, 8, 9  or 15, 
sign up online at this link or 
contact Diane Nicely or Marianne 
Kehres.  https://
lexingtonhabitat.volunteerhub.co
m/lp/reformation500/events 

https://lexingtonhabitat.volunteerhub.com/lp/reformation500/events
https://lexingtonhabitat.volunteerhub.com/lp/reformation500/events
https://lexingtonhabitat.volunteerhub.com/lp/reformation500/events
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From the Worship Committee 
 
Our team regularly discusses many topics that are important to our community of faith as well as overseeing the vital 
components in our regular worship life together. One subject lately is that Faith’s regular attendance has been declin-
ing over the past 10 years and many are wondering why? No one likes to admit this reality, but it important to under-
stand the many other factors happening in our culture, as well as the church. The ELCA issued a report that showed a 
26% reduction since 2010 and church attendance is going down across the board in all denominations. 
 
Jim Knauss, committee member who has a career in research science, presented some very detailed tables specific to 
Faith. (These are available for anyone to see.) The good news is that Faith’s decline is less than the ELCA’s and IK Syn-
od, but this is no less troubling. One factor is that while membership is not decreasing in general, people are attending 
worship less frequently which skews the numbers. Our culture has not set aside Sunday exclusively for worship for 
decades, as seen in sports activities that conflict with worship times, for example. Also, many of Faith members travel 
on weekends and more and more work in some form. 
 
Faith is still vibrant as a witness to the Lutheran expression of worship in greater Lexington! We hope that this topic 
will be addressed in the upcoming Council Check-in Meetings and worship committee is always open to hearing from 
you if there is a reason worship has become less of a priority for you and your family. The important thing is not to get 
anxious about it as the church has been dying and rising in Christ since its beginning. 
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NEWSLETTER ARTICLES ARE DUE THE 20TH OF EACH MONTH.  ARTICLES MAY BE EDITED AS TO SIZE, CONTENT AND TIMELINESS.       

November Anniversaries 
 
 2 John & Gisela Atkerson 
13 Steve & Joyce Hayes 
16 Troy & Marsha Peasley 
23 Paul & Elleonore Patrick 
26 Jerry & Paula Klim 
27 Steve & Debbie Carter 
28 Larry & Jan Isenhour  

Worship Attendance   
October 1 162 
October 8 146 
October 15 177 
October 22 123 

     (no 6:00 p.m. service) 

November Birthdays 
 

2 Diane Nicely 
 Joan Sorenson 
4 Tracy Fugmann 
 Margie Myers 
 Diana Shappley 
7 Nate Bower  
8 Brandi Zink 
9 Carolyn Holmes 
11 Rowland Evans 
12  Ana Hammonds 
 Barry Whitley 
13 Carolyn Carden 
 Gail Swanson 
15 Lois Dunnum 
 Hunter Parsons 
16 Jimmy Lee 
18 Mark Russell 
20 Pete Gross 
 Rose Johnson 
 Ella Johnson 
22 Spencer Fenton-Wells 
 Robert Henry 
23 Juliana Fox 
24 Dave Debertin  
25 Charlie Hamilton 
27 Carl Whitehouse 
28 Ashlyn Sievers 
29 Carol Smith 
30 Sharon Fegley 
 Kerry Paumi 

September 2017 Financial Summary 

Congregational Check-In 

 

     The church council will be conducting 

“check-in” sessions throughout the month of 

November.  Now that we are fully staffed, 

council is interested in receiving feedback on 

the six Mission Goals (listed below) that were 

initiated three years ago.  Please sign up in 

the Gathering Area, or by contacting the 

church office, for a date and time to join the 

conversation.  Child care will be available at 

several meetings.   

 

Mission Goals 

Over the next five years we believe that we 

have been called to: 

 

 Continue to be a deliberately diverse and 

fully inclusive congregation; 

 Create a greater sense of community 

through increased transparency, 

communication and relationship; 

 Continue strong and vibrant traditional 

Lutheran liturgical worship; 

 Focus and strengthen our compassion 

and justice ministries; 

 Renew focus on families with children, 

youth, campus ministries, and our elderly 

members; 

 Create an atmosphere where people can 

learn and practice sharing the good news 

of God's love. 

Welcome new members to the 

family of Faith: 

 

Ford & Joyce Cornett 

Doug & Val Dutcher 

Robert Gaiser 
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Service Schedule 
 

Sunday Worship 8:30 AM, 11:00 AM, 6:00 PM 
   (Nursery provided during the 8:30 and 11:00 AM services) 

Sunday School  (Sept. through May)  9:45 AM 
 

Staff 
Mark Sloss, Pastor 266-7621 
 pastormark@faithlutheranchurch.com 
 (Call or email for appointment / Day off—Friday) 765-437-3879 
Tom White, Cantor (Director of Music Ministries) 266-7621 
 cantortom@faithlutheranchurch.com 
 (Call or email for appointment / Day off—Friday) 843-303-1005  
Amber Shirley, Faith Formation Ministry Director 266-7621 
 ambershirley@faithlutheranchurch.com 
Ruth Lundborg, Parish Administrator 266-7621 
 office@faithlutheranchurch.com 
 Monday—Thursday 8:00—4:00,  Friday 8:00—12:00 
Charla Heersche,  Learning Center Director  268-0108 
 childcare@faithlutheranchurch.com 
Brian Lundborg, Sexton  388-4022 
H. Gene Templar, Pastor Emeritus  
 

(859) 266-7621 or (859) 266-9600           e-mail:  office@faithlutheranchurch.com           website:  http://www.faithlutheranchurch.com 

Mission Statement:    

“As followers of Jesus Christ,  

we embrace, reflect and proclaim 

God’s unconditional love.” 

Faith Lutheran Church Council—2017 
 

Ned Brown 
Shane Hadden 

Kyle Hagen 
Charlie Hamilton 

Jim Larson 
Kelly Parsons 

Debbie Rosenberg   
Tim Sorenson 
David Templar 


