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REFORMATION SUNDAY, OCTOBER 26 
 
As I sit down to write, a glorious early 
fall day shines outside, music floats in 
from the Sanctuary, and a li le girl (Pr. 
Dana Lockhart’s daughter) bounces in 
her father’s arms out of my office. Yet I 
am s ll heavy of heart. It’s been two 
weeks since Bonnie died. 
  
This is one of those mes when the 
presence of God is so important. We 
can feel sad without the sadness over-
whelming us because we know there is 
something deeper than the sadness. 
When we feel happy, we can feel happy 
without fearing for the happiness to end 
because we know there is something 
deeper than the happiness. 
  
October 26, on Reforma on Sunday, we 
will celebrate the presence of God that 
fills our days without our earning it, be-
fore we ever even feel it. We will re-
member how God works in real places 
and real history—a backwater province 
of the Roman Empire called Judea; a 
backwater principality of the Holy Ro-
man Empire called German Saxony—
just as God works in our real lives now. 
  
We will receive new members on the 
26th. Every me someone joins us, 
whether for a day or for a life me, we 

are a new community with a fresh call-
ing and yet another in the infinite varie-
ty of ways to show God’s love. 
  
Also, we will place our commitment 
cards for 2015 in the offering plate. By 
doing so, we make two things happen. 
First, we make possible this ministry 
that God has put into our hands to carry 
out. We also deepen our sense of God’s 
presence in every aspect of our lives—in 
the work we do to earn a living, in the 
food we purchase at the grocery store, 
in the heat that keeps us warm on a 
cold night. 
  
It is early autumn. Leaves will turn and 
eventually fall. Days are ge ng shorter. 
But God’s love moves in the night as 
well as the day, in the dry leaves as well 
as the fresh. God’s love con nues to 
move here at Faith, too. In this edi on 
of the Messenger, please have a look at 
the many ways in which God touches 
the world through us, and the many 
ways God touches us through the world. 
The presence of God truly fills our days 
without our earning it, before we ever 
even feel it.  That’s what makes our lives 
a journey of healing, and , 
 
...a song of hope. 
 
Pastor Andy 

A message from Pastor Andy... 
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Thank You!!!! 
Many have been asking and we now 
have the final tally.  Taste of Grace 
2014 was successful in raising 
$14,112.00 for Juvenile Restora ve 

Jus ce!  A er all the obstacles including a late venue 
change that precipitated a date change and strong thun-
derstorms, the evening was wonderful with between 200-
250 people a ending.  Thanks for s cking with us!  The 
“Wall of Wine” was a hit again with 125 bo les of wine 
selling out! The Silent Auc on was very successful with 
many items receiving very ac ve bidding.  Many thanks to 
all who donated and par cipated in many and various 

ways, without you, the event would not have been as 
much fun or as successful.  The Parish Life Commi ee 
wishes to thank everyone in the congrega on and beyond 
that helped to make this event a success.  A special thanks 
to those who are considering volunteering their me with 
Juvenile Restora ve Jus ce.  That is what Taste of Grace is 
about, not simply a monetary dona on, but raising aware-
ness and providing an ongoing service to those in need!  
We hope Faith Lutheran Church and its members will con-

nue to support Juvenile Restora ve Jus ce for many 
years to come. 

We have begun planning and looking forward to Taste of 
Grace 2015!  Keep us in your prayers, offer sugges ons, 
make a dona on or volunteer to help.  It is a lot of work 
and a lot of fun but most of all, it is a  TASTE OF GRACE! 

Stewardship as Discipleship:  
Personal and Congrega onal 

Journeys 
  
When you hear the word “stewardship,” 

what comes to your 
mind? Maybe you 
think, “Oh, no – the 
congrega on is asking 
for money again…” or 
“The congrega on 

must be short on its budget this year…” or 
“My money is private – it’s none of the 
church’s business…” 
  
But what if stewardship is about more than 
mee ng a budget or asking for money?  
What if stewardship is responding to God’s 
grace in our lives, each and every day? What 
if stewardship is discipleship? 
  
Come join us at Word of Hope Lutheran 
Church in Lexington, KY as we deepen our 
understanding of stewardship through Scrip-
ture and conversa on, and as we explore 
how stewardship impacts our personal and 
congrega onal lives. 
  
Workshop I: Friday, October 31st, 7-9pm: 
The Personal Journey 
 
Workshop II: Saturday, November 1st, 
9:30am-12pm: The Congrega onal Journey 
  
We look forward to seeing you there!  
Pastor Jerry O’Neal, Interim Director of Stew-
ardship, I-K Synod, ELCA 

FAITH LUTHERAN CHURCH 
Financial Secretary's Report 

August 1-31, 2014 
 

INCOME TOWARD BUDGET 
 General Fund 
 Offering Envelopes              $ 38,324.00 
 Loose Offering         818.35 
          39,142.35 
 
 Other Income 
 Use of Building      300.00 
 Initial Envelopes         2.00 
 Property Committee       75.00 
 CC Reimb - Workman's Comp             125.00 
 CC Reimb - Custodial    370.00 
 CC Reimb - Loan                 1,222.16 
         2,094.16 
Total Income Toward Budget    41,236.51 
 
DESIGNATED MONEY 
 Pastor's Discretionary Fund                     616.00 
 World Hunger          118.00 
 Keep the Heat On                       204.24 
 Vacation Bible School             5.00 
 Ice Cream Social          344.80 
 God's Pantry            40.00 
 Taste of Grace     14,637.52 
 National Youth Gathering         312.00 
Total Designated Money                  16,277.56 
 
TOTAL AUGUST 2014 RECEIPTS               57,514.07 
 
Comparison to Budget    August   Year-to-Date 
 Contributions  39,142.35              285,831.16 
 Budget   34,716.75 277,734.00 
 Percent of Budget    112.75%     102.92% 
 
Mary S. Hemken, Financial Secretary, 859-272-5053, hemken1@windstream.net 



October 
Flyer 

“Spooks” 
October 19, Pr. Andy will teach an adult Sunday School examining the 
story of Frankenstein 
October 26, We will look at some of the ideas about vampires.  
 
These are strong images in our imagina ons. What do they say about 
us? How do we respond as Chris ans? 
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10/12:  Planning lunch at 
Puccini's a er 11:00 service. 
Please bring $5 toward your 
meal and good ideas for 

November and December FLY events. Thanks! 
 
10/19: Soup lunch a er the 11:00 
service. 
 
 

11/1:   8:30-11:30 a.m. 
Kids Against Hunger 
meal packing at Wood-
ford Community 
Church in Versailles.  
 
This is a great oppor-
tunity to do hands-on 

service work that will definitely help people, 
both here in Kentucky and around the world. 

Living well as we mature in 
the Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, 
Transgender and Queer* 
community. This event is 
open to all.  
 
Senior Pride Ini a ve, a 
standing commi ee of 
Lexington Fairness, hear ly 
welcomes everyone Friday, 
November 14, 8:30 A.M. 

to 4:30 P.M. when we gather with noted and respected au-
thori es who will share LGBTQ community insider perspec-

ves about faith, history, and healthy aging at the Thomas 
Hunt Morgan House, locally known as the Women’s Club of 
Central Kentucky, at 214 North Broadway, Lexington.   

For free informa on and free registra on, please see h p://
www.seniorprideini a ve.com/conference.html. 
  
Topics include “Queer history in Lexington,” with ar st and 
historian Robert Morgan at 9:45, “A Discussion on 
Transgender Aging,” with Joanne Wheeler Bland, former Spe-
cial Jus ce on the Kentucky Supreme Court at 11:00, “Living 
Life with Pride and Purpose,” with Steve Sprinkle, Ph.D., Pro-
fessor of Prac cal theology and LGBTQ Advocate, Founder of 
Unfinished Lives at 1:30, and "A Space for Audience and Panel 
to Discuss Important LGBTQ Aging Issues" at 3:15. All presen-
ta ons leave me for audience ques ons and discussion. 
  
*”Queer” is used in this case not as a put-down, but by peo-
ple who see themselves as not fi ng into any of the other 
categories-Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Transgender or Straight. 

Chris an-Muslim Dialogue 
Saturday, October 18th,  

10AM-12Noon 
Hunter Presbyterian Church 

109 Rosemont Garden 
Lexington, KY 40503 

 
"Religion Repor ng in the Secular Media" will be discussed 
by and with our guest panelists:  Ms. Dia Davidson, WLEX-TV 
noon news anchor, Univ. of Georgia BA and Temple Univ. Master 
in Journalism; Dr. Ginny Whitehouse, Eastern Kentucky University 
Assoc. Prof. of Journalism with an extensive background in  
media ethics; and Mr. Stu Johnson, WEKU producer/reporter, an EKU 
grad. with 30 years in radio. 
 
Join us for the discussion, fellowship and our customary potluck 
lunch following the presenta on. Meet and greet new and 
old friends!  ALL are WELCOME! Join us!   h p://www.cmdlex.org/ 
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Commitment Sunday  
October 26: 

  
Many of us feel uncomfortable 
thinking about money, much 
less making a financial commit-
ment to the church. 
  

If we have loved ones with whom we share finances, it can be 
hard to discuss our giving. Then there’s this “ the,” or 10% of our 
income that is men oned in the Bible. Some mes we feel 
ashamed even if we give 10% because there is so much need in 
the world. Some mes we feel ashamed that we can’t afford to 
give 10% of our income. Some mes we feel ashamed that we 
can’t give even 2%. 
  
Let’s set aside the shame. 
  
Giving to the church is a spiritual discipline. That is, it is a prac ce 
that deepens our sense of God’s presence in our lives. When we 
give some percentage of our income, whether 15%, 10%, 5%, 2% 
or ½%, we see God as present in everything that involves our 
money. We sense God in our workplace, in the grocery store, at 
the bank, in our investments, if we have them, even in the debt 
payments that we make. 
  
Especially in the debt payments that we make. Because, as UK 
campus minister Pr. Dana Lockhart (whom you support) reminded 
us a couple of weeks ago, God is bigger than our debt. The dignity 
with which God created us, into which Christ saves us, and by 
which the Holy Spirit works through us is deeper than any debt. 
  
Giving to God’s work helps us to remember our dignity. 
  
Here are a few pointers in deciding what to put on our commit-
ment card. 
 

1)      What we already said: Set aside shame. Once more. 
Set aside shame. This is about God’s life, not our illu-
sions of inadequacy. 

2)      Pray before you think about or discuss your commit-
ment. Open yourself to an awareness of God’s love. 

3)      Remember that whatever your commitment, you are a 
part of God’s work through the Church. All of the 
goals and ministries you hear about at Faith—those 
are means by which God works through you. You are 
the Church in Lexington, in Liberia, in Indonesia, in 
Detroit. They are the Church here. 

4)      Make it squeak. Give up something for God. This is an 
example of the way of the Cross. It changes things. 
Really. 

5)      Whatever commitment you make, thank God that you 
can give that much. It is a blessing to be a part of 
God’s work in this way. 

I thank God for all of you; for your dedica on of me and service, 
your willingness to think about and wrestle with the call to God’s 
life in the world, your welcoming spirit, your tenacity, your finan-
cial support, your laughter, your heart, and your faith. Thanks be 
to God. 
  
In Christ,  Pr. Andy 

Members of Faith, 
 
By the me you read this messenger ar cle the Worship 
Commi ee will have met two mes the last month to con-

nue planning our vibrant and living worship services for the 
coming months.  Sub groups also have met to fine tune the 
facets they oversee for our Worship.   
 
Bonnie had outlined plans from which we can work for Wor-
ship services thru the Pentecost Season and Christ the King 
Sunday. That gives us quality me for planning Advent, 
Christmas, Epiphany, Lent, and Easter. 
 
People are in place to con nue with the choirs, playing the 
organ for Sunday, and planning future services. Ushers, Sac-
ristans, Acolytes, Greeters, Cantors, and Assis ng Ministers 
are scheduled. 
 
Keep praying as we go forward.  God has a plan.  We may 
only see it now as "thru a glass darkly" but as the last line of 
the anthem scheduled for us to sing two Sunday's ago says, 
"...what height of Glory shall we know when 'round the 
Throne we'll meet...WHEN 'ROUND THE THRONE WE'LL 
MEET!"  
 
Peace on Earth, 
Wayne Schedler 
Council Liaison for Worship 
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YOU’RE INVITED… 

Fall Fes val 
 

Friday Oct. 24, 5:30-7:30 
PM 

$5/person, under age 2 for FREE 
FLC Narthex & Parking Lot 

Dinner, Games, Raffle,  
Pie 3 Teachers in the Face, Silent Auc on, 

&  
INFLATABLES for ALL Ages! 

 
Please invite family, friends, coworkers, & 
neighbors! Who do YOU think will get a pie 
in the face? You’ll have to come find out!  

We hope to see you there!! 

 ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
Another way to support our ministry… 
Kroger Community Rewards® 
Giving More Back to the Community! 
 
Kroger Community Rewards® makes fund-
raising easy...all you have to do is shop at 
Kroger and swipe your Plus Card! 
 
Just enroll your Kroger Plus Card at 
www.kroger.com/communityrewards and 
select Faith Lutheran Learning Center, or-
ganiza on # 10767.  
 
FLLC will receive a dona on check from 
Kroger quarterly as a result of your shop-
ping. Many thanks in advance!! 

A Prayer in tribute to Bonnie Harstad... 
  

O God, of all your many gi s to us, perhaps one of 

the greatest is music; from sounds of nature, sounds of musi-

cal instruments being played or voices raised in singing. O 

God, thank you for ears to hear, voices to respond and feet 

to dance to their melodies. Help us to open our ears to the 

wonder of your own music, birds who li  their voices in a 

prelude of gladness heralding a new morning to evening con-

certs of chirping crickets and cicadas bidding us a res ul 

goodnight. 

  

O God, open our hearts to the glorious music of your abiding 

and constant love. May we be instruments of your music in 

our daily lives, whether it be a litany of love as our hearts re-

spond to the opportuni es each day brings or simply by bask-

ing in an interlude of silence listening for the sound of your 

s ll small voice within us, 

  

O God, teach us to love one another as you love us. May we 

always delight in your will, tackle our daily tasks with glad-

ness, always reach out to someone in need. May our com-

passion for others be like a sonnet gently filling the air, car-

ried on the breeze upward to you. O God. 

  

O God, whose love for us is so amazing, so divine that you 

willingly gave your only son that we might be your own and 

call you Father, guide us this day and every day; make us 

aware of your music deep within us burs ng to be heard. 

  

Amen 

by Louise Heiss 



The Messenger of Faith Lutheran Church OCTOBER 2014 Page  6 

The following is the list of 
persons who have said they 
would like to be listed. 
Please keep them in your 
prayers. In the future, when 
pu ng people on the pray-
er list, please inform the 
church office if you would 
like their names and con-
cerns to be shared in this 
way. 
 
Bonnie Harstad's family  
 
Elizabeth Bowers, daughter 
of Diana Shappley, has fin-
ished  chemotherapy and is 
doing well. 
 
Steve Carter, complica ons 
with his transplant. 
 
Sydney, and Adeline Taber, 
daughters of Leslie Taber, 
con nued growth as prema-
ture infants. 
 
Misty Hess, healing from 
hand surgery. 
 
Randy Will, son of Eileen 
Will, spinal cord injury. 

GLOBAL MISSIONS 
  One of Bonnie Harstad’s passions was her belief that we are a 
church together for the sake of the whole world. This passion could o en 
be seen and heard in her life’s work here at Faith.  Bonnie cared so much 
for our global community that she joined the Global Missions Commi ee 
and was an invaluable member with her enthusiasm and knowledge of the 
work of the ELCA throughout the world.  To con nue her faithful efforts, we 
will be highligh ng the ELCA’s work in the world on October 5th –“Global 
Church Sunday” and October 12th – “Campaign for the ELCA Sunday.”   
 
Global Church Sunday – October 5th 
 We are a church that believes God is calling us into the world – together—and Faith is an-
swering that call. Today, more than 240 ELCA missionaries, including 60 young adults, serve in 
more than 40 countries around the world. Our congrega on supports ELCA missionary Karen An-
derson as she works in Chile.  The ELCA awards more than 40 scholarships each year to promising 
interna onal leaders so that they can con nue their educa on and take on even more significant 
leadership roles in their home countries. Ministry grants to our global companions build new con-
grega ons, train leaders and evangelists, and help share the good news far and wide. Building 
upon our historic rela onships and the strengths of the global community, the ELCA is known as a 
faithful partner in the work to build up Christ’s church throughout the world. - See more at: 
h p://www.elca.org/Campaign-for-the-ELCA/Campaign-Goals/Global-Church 
 
Campaign for the ELCA Sunday – October 12th 
 “Always Being Made New: The Campaign for the ELCA”  
As members of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (ELCA) we share a living, daring confi-
dence in God’s grace. And through God’s grace, we are freed to love and serve our neighbors. 
Always Being Made New: The Campaign for the ELCA is our opportunity to invest in the future of 
this church, deepen rela onships and expand ministry opportuni es that serve our neighbors and 
communi es in the United States and around the world. 
 Achieving the campaign’s goals will not be possible without your help. Your gi s may be des-
ignated for any of the campaign priori es or applied where the need is greatest.  You can learn 
more about these goals at: www.elca.org/Campaign-for-the-ELCA/Campaign-Goals.aspx  
 
 Together, we can do more. The impact of this five year effort will go far beyond the nearly 
$200 million goal. It will establish a strong culture of stewardship in which the greater church will 
be well-posi oned to do God’s work in Jesus’ name throughout the world, for decades to come. 
The ELCA is commi ed to crea vely and courageously addressing the root causes of hunger and 
poverty and building a world of jus ce in which all are fed. 
 Please join your brothers and sisters in Christ in sustaining Bonnie’s legacy and our con nued 
efforts to serve the church around the world, by making a contribu on to Always Being Made 
New: The Campaign for the ELCA.   

 
Save The Date       Save The Date      Save The Date      Save The Date  

 
The IK Synod CORE Team is once again encouraging congrega ons to organize peaceful demonstra ons in front of payday lending 
offices. On April 26, 2014 we held simultaneous demonstra ons in Lexington, Louisville and Indianapolis. On November 1, 2014 we 
are planning simultaneous demonstra ons by congrega ons throughout the Indiana-Kentucky Synod. Our goal is not to close pay-
day lending businesses, but rather, to highlight the sinfully high interest rates these businesses charge (391% in both Kentucky and 
Indiana). The people who par cipated in the first event expressed very posi ve feelings about their experience. I hope you will be 
able to join us for this second event. 
Please contact:   Gail Swanson     273-4601      gailandjoe@windstream.net  or complete the form below and place in the offering 
plate. 
 
 
Schedule:  
Saturday November1, 2014  
10:00        Meet at Faith for instruc ons and to pick up signs.  
    Travel to site. 
11:00        Peaceful demonstra ons at designated PDL businesses 
12:00        Return to Faith for debriefing and light lunch 

 
I want to par cipate in the demonstra ons!! 
 
Name:_____________________________________ 
Phone:_____________________________________ 
E-mail:_____________________________________ 
Stay for Lunch?   Yes ___  Number ____            No____     
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I want to tell you about three gatherings. The first, I was privi-
leged to step into the private family wai ng room provided to 
Crystal, Davis and Keith by Central Bap st Hospital, where Bon-
nie had been taken a er collapsing on her front lawn with a 
massive brain hemorrhage.  Everyone was speechless. 
  
A er all, what do you say to such an unexpected, awful loss? 
Bonnie Harstad, towering witness to the glory of God, snatched 
away from us in the blink of an eye, leaving a gaping chasm in 
her place that we can barely even see.  Unexpected, unknown, 
unforeseen, undeserved, unwarranted, uncalled for, unfair, un-
just, not okay.  Speechless.  So we all sat down and for many 
long moments that a ernoon, no one said anything at all. 
  
Keith, Crystal, Davis and his wife, Rachel said very li le that 
a ernoon. But they did something powerful. They agreed, readi-
ly, that Bonnie’s organs should be donated so that, even though 
she had, in essence, died, others could live.  This is the way God 
does things. God draws good out of evil, life out of death.  It’s 
not a bad way for us to do things either. 
  
When the random absurdity of life strikes you senseless. Be 
senseless. It’s okay.  If you can’t think of anything to say, say 
nothing.  It’s a part of being human. But then, when you have a 
moment, do something for somebody else. Here’s why: even if 
we can’t feel it, even if we can’t see it or name it, or even think 
we believe in it, we can act as if there was something deeper 
than this random absurdity, because there is. Compassion is 
deeper than this random absurdity, love is deeper, and the 
source of all love is deeper than everything.  That’s what I heard 
at the first gathering. 
  
Second gathering a couple of days later, I was privileged to sit 
again with Davis and Rachel, Keith, Crystal and now Mr. Nissen, 
Bonnie’s father, in Bonnie’s living room, figuring out the Bible 
passages we would read today. The conversa on turned to the 
wide variety of energe c and posi ve women in the Bible to 
whom Bonnie could be compared. 
  
Eventually, from among a number of persons, Mary Magdalene 
emerged, not so much because Jesus threw seven demons out 
of her. Demons weren’t Bonnie’s style, really. Though she did 
say that she had moments in her life when she thought she 
would never be happy again. 
  
By the way, if you ever have moments in your life when you 
think you will never be happy again, or even if you have mo-
ments now, in these days when you think you will never be hap-
py, please remember that Bonnie was happy again, many mes, 
in large part because of you—her family, her church, her col-
leagues, her friends, you who would make music with her. I’m 
not just talking about the music that we made with our voices 
and breath and hands, stories we told in Children’s Worship and 

Wonder, wonderful visuals, powerful though that has been, but 
also the music we have made together with our lives. 
 It’s not over, either.    Whenever we spend me with our chil-
dren, honor our elders, love each other, care for ourselves and 
crea on, Bonnie smiles. You are s ll a part of Bonnie’s happi-
ness. Just so you know. 
  
Mary Magdalene was not par cularly constrained by other peo-
ple’s expecta ons of what a woman should do in first century 
Jewish society. A respectable woman would stay home with her 
husband or father or son or brother, and not go chasing across 
the hills of Pales ne a er this strange holy man who touched 
lepers in order to heal them, (eew), and shared his food with the 
poor, (what a waste), and told his followers to love their ene-
mies.  Mary Magdalene didn’t mind what other people 
thought.  She went off to follow Jesus. 
  
Bonnie was cut from the same cloth. She would stand up to any-
body, man or woman, pres gious or unknown, if she thought it 
would help get the job done right.  She homeschooled her chil-
dren for many years, this, in a me when homeschooling had 
not even begun to be seen as a viable educa onal op on. She 
did the research, thought it through, made a plan and did it 
right, just like she did everything else. Mediocrity was not a part 
of Bonnie Harstad’s vocabulary. 
  
This was the Bonnie way. It was a good way. (It’s not the only 
way. Shhh. Don’t tell her I said that.) But if she was in charge of a 
project in which you were involved, oh, woe be de the poor 
soul who would even SEEM to slouch from the Bonnie way. No, 
no. Don’t do it. 
  
I am told that at one of her former parishes, when the pastor 
re red, the choir gave him a T-shirt that said, “I survived hurri-
cane Bonnie.” 
  
One of her former congrega ons had an organ that was par cu-
larly sensi ve to shi s in temperature. It would sound a li le 

nny, a li le sharp or flat if the Sanctuary was too hot or cold. 
  
The Bonnie way, of course, then, would be that the Sanctuary 
should be kept at a constant temperature, neither too hot or 
cold. Which, sadly did not always happen. “It sounds like a callio-
pe,” she would say. A calliope is this machine in the middle of a 
merry-go-round that plays music while you spin. “It sounds like a 
calliope. We are not playing in a circus here!” 
  
One day the pastor steps into the sanctuary, it’s a li le too hot. 
Bonnie si ng up there at the organ. She doesn’t say a word, just 
starts playing circus music.  Yeah, verily, the Bonnie way. 
  
Mary Magdalene, especially in the resurrec on accounts, runs a 
lot. She goes quickly here and there.  Bonnie didn’t run so much 

-Celebra ng the life of Bonnie Harstad- 
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as she whirled Whirl, whirl, down the hall, around the corner, 
whirl, whirl 
to the organ bench. 
  
One day she pulls up in the parking lot at church. It’s advent, the 

me before Christmas. She hops out. “Andy come here, you’ve 
got to see this.” Really excited. She opens the trunk of her car. In 
it, she has a manger scene made out of dri wood. Not carved at 
all. No faces, no robes. But you could tell from the shape of the 
wood which one was baby Jesus, which ones were Mary and 
Joseph and so on. 
  
I thought:  “Cool, a manger scene made of dri wood.” She was 
beside herself with excitement. Shi ing her weight back and 
forth from one foot to the other, she said, “Don’t you think 
that’s the best thing ever?” 
  
Whirl, whirl. 
  
The most powerful similarity between Bonnie Harstad and Mary 
Magdalene was the fact that they both proclaimed the resurrec-

on.  Bonnie wove our voices together, those of us with cracky 
bri le voices, like a hard clay, with those of us with rich and 
creamy voices that could fill cathedrals. She made us into one 
song. 
  
She encouraged and cajoled young people and folks of all ages 
to play our clarinets and saxophones and trumpets and violins 
and harps and hand bells and ra les and egg shaped shakers 
and  drums and xylophones and every kind of instrument imagi-
nable, not just here but in literally hundreds of places, with 
thousands of people, in the synod and across the country calling 
out of us the voices of the resurrec on. 
  
No ma er what your background, Bonnie would treat you like 
you were capable.  And expect you to be. She would push you. 
She called forth parts of us that we never knew we had in us. 
  
“Could you please set the table. I don’t know how to set the ta-
ble. Well then, here is how we set a table.” 
  
Par cularly with children, she would draw us out with grace and 
purpose. She would say to her grandchildren, “Come outside 
with me, look, we’re going to trim these flowers!” “See, you put 
these seeds in the ground, and in a few days you know what’s 
gonna’ happen? they’re gonna’ grow. Isn’t that wonderful?”  Or 
“Come with me. I need your help making some zucchini bread.” 
Or, face down on the floor, on her stomach, playing cars with 
her grandson, making car noises, Brrrrm, Brrrrrrrm.  Voices of 
the resurrec on.  That’s what we talked about at our second 
gathering. 
  

The third gathering hasn’t happened yet. Actually, it’s going to 
happen but it’s also kind of happening right now, too. 

  
Which is a good thing, because, well, when we were searching 
for a new church musician many years ago, we flew people in 
from out of town. We put people up in hotel rooms. Bonnie just 
drove up from Wilmore, knocked everybody’s socks off and then 
she drove back home. We never even took her out to dinner. 
  
So she’s been holding this over our heads this whole me. And 
now, I’m sorry, we can’t take you out to dinner, Bonnie. But we 
will sit down together again, won’t we. 
  
We will have dinner, not paid for by us though. Paid for by 
someone else a long me ago. That dinner will happen not just 
some day in the future either, but also today, now, Bonnie is 
present. We can’t see or hear her. But God is here  And she is 
with God. So she is present.  We become par cularly aware of 
that presence at Holy Communion, in the bread and wine, the 
presence of Christ, that great dinner which we will share today. 
  
On this mountain the Lord of Hosts will make for all peoples a 
feast of rich food, a feast of well-aged wines. . .And he will de-
stroy on this mountain the shroud that is cast over peoples, the 
sheet that is spread over all na ons. He will swallow up death 
forever. Then the Lord God will wipe away the tears from all 
faces.  Bonnie is already there at that feast. 
  
I would like to quote from a par cularly gi ed theologian in our 
congrega on. Mr. Ashton Lee, aged six: When he heard of Miss 
Bonnie’s death, he said, “Miss Bonnie is singing songs in heaven 
that we haven’t ever even heard of on earth.”  Another, similarly 
gi ed theologian, five year old Mr. Paxton Van Winkle, said the 
other day, “Grandma didn’t get be er for us. Grandma got 
be er than be er, because she’s with God.”  Bonnie is there.   
Bonnie is also here. We do have a dinner for you, Bonnie, 
though we are not the ones who paid for it. This meal, the bread 
and wine of Holy Communion, with Jesus here.  When we share 
communion, that great gathering in the future reaches back into 
this day, and touches us right here, now, with the reality of that 
day coming,  that third gathering, when Mr. Nissen, Crystal and 
Chance and Paxton, Davis and Rachel and Madeline and Kai, 
Keith and you and me and Bonnie and Jesus, will sit down again. 
And this me there will be a great deal to say indeed. Wonderful 
stories to tell, great adventures to share, s ll more parts of us 
that we didn’t even know about to be drawn out, and, not only 
with our voices and breath and hands and instruments, but also 
with our lives, centuries on centuries of glorious music to make, 
and resurrec on songs to sing. 
 
Pastor Andy 
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October Anniversaries 
 
3 Dave & Susie Sve ch 
4 Carl & Lois Lange 
5 John & Nancy George 
9 Jim & Ellie Burnside 
 Anthony & Kristy Cloyd 
 Guy & Michelle Rion 
15 Al & Carol Akers 
22 Gary & Ann Rose 
27 Peter & Kristen Picke  
28 Ole & Kers n Wendroth 
30 Roger & Greta BonDurant 

Narthex Cleanup for  
October: 

Mission Endowment 
 

The OWLs will meet on  
October 16 at 12:30 p.m. 

At Su on’s Restaurant 
 

The Older, Wiser  
Lutherans meet on the 3rd 
Thursday of each month for 

lunch and fellowship. 

A endance Worship Sunday 
School 
August 24 188 
August 31 182 
September 7 280 42 
September 14 194 51 
September 21 197 53 

October Birthdays 
 
1 Debbie Carter 
 Sean Young 
2 Lois Lange 
 Eva Luckey 
4 Addie Hefner –Templar 
 Anita Ma er 
 Helmut Schumacher 
5 C. J. Gross  
 Abby Grotrian 
 Traci Horrell 
 Sarah Teasdale 
6 Sam Kastanowski 
8 Don DeLuca 
 Clay Gilliam 
 Roy Noble 
 Margaret Omlor 
 Mia Sword 
10 Teddy Branton 
11 Heepke Wendroth 
 Emily Salyers 
 Jill Shearer 
14 Danielle Kelley  
 Lara St. Peter  
15 Peyton Zink 
16 Cisco Hadden 
 Barbara Palmquist 
 Joseph Sievers 
18 Robin Johnson 
 Greg Keinath 
19 Pam Anderson 
20 Jennifer Barricklow 
21 Barbara Fullerton 
 Derrion Jones  
 Marlena Winkler 
22 Be y Evans 
 Pam Silvia 
 Renee Stasiak 
23 Steve Carter 
24 Bront Davis 
 Bill Eggers 
 Lois Whitehouse 
26 Julia Hamilton 
 Rich Heine 
27 Hazel Bower 
28 Lauren Henry 
 Eva Lau 
29 Kathryn Abernathy 
30 LaDawn Reynolds 
 James Sievers 
31 Nancy Krause 
 Carl Lange 
 Be y Stasiak 

Birth 
Oliver and Elinor Phipps, son and 

daughter of Greg and Shiraz Phipps,  
were born on August 4th. 

Deaths 
Laverne Born, mother of Roland 

Born, died September 1st in Ohio. 
 
Bonnie Harstad, Associate in Ministry 

for Worship, mother of Crystal 
VanWinkle, Keith and Davis 

Harstad, grandmother of Chance, 
Paxton, Madeline and Kai, died 

September 5th. 
 

Evening Sophia will meet on 
Wednesday, October 15, 7:00 
p.m. at the home of Kris Neese.  
Please join us as we discuss, 
Finding Beauty in a Broken 
World, by Terry Tempest Wil-
liams.  All are welcome!  For 
more informa on, contact Kris, 
373-9446 
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Service Schedule 
Sunday Worship 8:30 AM, 11:00 AM, 6:00 PM 
   (Nursery provided during the 8:30 and 11:00 AM services) 
Sunday School  (Sept. through May) 9:45 AM 
 

Staff 
Andy Rutrough,  Interim Pastor  266-7621 or 859-314-1945 
 pastorandy@faithlutheranchurch.com 
 Day off-Friday 
Ruth Lundborg, Parish Administrator  266-7621
 office@faithlutheranchurch.com 
 Monday—Thursday 8:00—4:00,  Friday 8:00—1:00 
Bryna Reed, Coordinator of Educa onal Ministries 489-8128 
 blreed@twc.com 
Kevin Lentz, Coordinator of Youth Ministries 948-5159 
 lentz.kevin@gmail.com 
Brian Lundborg, Sexton 327-2326 
H. Gene Templar, Pastor Emeritus  
Charla Heersche,  Child Care Director  268-0108 
Marian Lundborg, Messenger Editor    mclundborg@gmail.com 559-3784 
   

2014 Congrega onal Council 
  
President                Ray Hughes 
Vice President  Steve Knudsen 
Treasurer      Debbie Rosenberg 
Secretary  Pat Mundt 

Commi ee Liaisons         
Audit   Steve Knudsen 
Child Care   Nick Veil    
Chris an Educa on Bront Davis 
Community Ministry  Penni Black 
Evangelism  Mary Ann Patrick  
Finance   Debbie Rosenberg  
Global Mission  Sharon Fegley 
Long-Range Planning  Pat Mundt 
Mission Endowment  Steve Knudsen 
Nomina ng   Steve Knudsen 
Parish Life  Elaine Billington 
Personnel    Ray Hughes  
Property   Jim McGrath  
Pastoral Staff Support  Penni Black  
Stewardship  Tim Sorenson 
Worship   Wayne Schedler    
Youth Ministry  Jeremy Mar nez 
Call Commi ee  Ray Hughes 

(859) 266-7621 or (859) 266-9600           e-mail:  office@faithlutheranchurch.com           website:  http://www.faithlutheranchurch.com 


